The Utah Statesman, March 24, 2016 by Utah State University
Utah State University 
DigitalCommons@USU 
The Utah Statesman Students 
3-24-2016 
The Utah Statesman, March 24, 2016 
Utah State University 
Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.usu.edu/newspapers 
Recommended Citation 
Utah State University, "The Utah Statesman, March 24, 2016" (2016). The Utah Statesman. 296. 
https://digitalcommons.usu.edu/newspapers/296 
This Book is brought to you for free and open access by 
the Students at DigitalCommons@USU. It has been 
accepted for inclusion in The Utah Statesman by an 
authorized administrator of DigitalCommons@USU. For 
more information, please contact 
digitalcommons@usu.edu. 
NEWS | Too Dumb to Fail
see PAGE 2 see PAGE 4
Author Matt Lewis shared with students 
how the Republican Party has strayed 
from its roots, and how to get back. 
Where did the Easter bunny, egg dying and 
egg hunts come from?
SPORTS  | Flipping Out
Utah State gymnastics receives bid to NCAA 
regionals. 
see PAGE 6
STUDENT LIFE | History of Easter
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Jon M. Huntsman Jr. will serve as the 
commencement speaker during Utah State 
University’s graduation ceremony this spring. 
The graduation ceremony, the 129th of its 
kind at USU, will take place on May 7 at the 
Dee Glen Smith Spectrum in Logan.
Jon Huntsman Jr. served as governor of 
Utah from 2005-2009 before accepting 
President Obama’s call to act as the U.S. 
Ambassador to China. He served as ambassa-
dor for several years before resigning to 
campaign for the 2012 Republican presidential 
nomination. Huntsman currently sits as the 
chairman of the Atlantic Council, a foreign 
policy think-tank, and is involved in a variety 
of other organizations.
“We are honored that Mr. Huntsman has 
accepted our invitation to address our gradu-
ating students this year,” USU President Stan 
L. Albrecht said in his announcement. “His 
service to Utah and his many years of experi-
ence overseas in service to the United States 
should provide a rich and thoughtful senti-
ment to our graduating class of 2016.”
“Given his and his family’s ties to the 
university, I think it is good and appropriate 
that he will be speaking to us at graduation,” 
said graduating senior Michael Ryan. “I’m sure 
that if he offers good advice, it’ll be a great 
speech. I’m interested to hear what he has to 
say.”
The USU Faculty Senate issued a report 
explaining how it reached the decision to have 
Jon Huntsman Jr. speak. “The prime and 
controlling consideration for this award should 
be distinction. The person must have shown 
sustained activity of uncommon merit,” the 
document states. Some of the criteria include 
how accomplished the individual it is and how 
likely it is they will deliver a thought-provok-
ing speech. 
Maren Aller, a public relations specialist for 
USU, explained the criteria for nomination to 
be the commencement speaker. “Jon M. 
Huntsman Jr. is very relevant to Utah and will 
be an interesting and engaging speaker,” she 
said. 
Though Huntsman attended the University 
of Utah for two years before transferring to 
Sophomore guard Funda Nakkasoglu will 
not be returning for her junior season with 
the Utah State women’s basketball team, a 
source close to the team confirmed Wednes-
day.
Nakkasoglu met with head coach Jerry 
Finkbeiner this past week to tell him the 
news, the source said. The next day, Finkbein-
er called a team meeting to tell them as well. 
According to the source, the team was not 
surprised by the decision.
Nakkasoglu was reportedly unsatisfied with 
the coaching style at Utah State and the 
pressure she felt on the court to score, 
especially in crucial situations.
“In every single game, she was expected to 
make things happen,” said the source, who 
went on to explain that they felt Nakkasoglu 
was pressured too much.
She averaged 20.8 points per game this 
past season, was the leading scorer in the 
Mountain West and 21st in scoring nationally. 
She also led the conference in free-throw 
percentage at 87.9 percent, good enough for 
ninth in the nation, and was ranked No. 4 
nationally in free-throws made with 197.
Nakkasoglu came to USU as a freshman 
from Hampton, Victoria, Australia and was 
named the 2014-15 Mountain West Freshman 
of the Year. 
Along with Nakkasoglu, sophomore guard 
Baylee Peck will not be returning next season, 
according to the source. Those two absences 
— along with the spot left by graduating 
By Paige Cavaness
STAFF WRITER
senior Mariah Miles and injured freshman 
Victoria Price — will leave a big hole in USU’s 
backcourt.
The athletic department at Utah State has 
made no comments on the situation and has 
not officially released any news about Nak-
kasoglu or the rest of the team.
More information will be added to the story 
as it becomes available. Check www.usustates-
man.com for updates. 
— paige.a.cavaness@aggiemail.usu.edu
 @ususportspaige
see “Graduation” PAGE 8
see “Goals” PAGE 7
This is part two of a two-part series about 
USUSA officer’s goals.
Student government initiatives don’t get 
accomplished unless everyone is on board.
Most of the USUSA Academic Senate agrees 
on this point.
Executive vice president Thomas Buttars 
said the senate made a point of working 
together this school year, even when everyone 
had their own separate goals.
“I’m sure almost every single one of the 
officers had an initiative that they realized 
was not easy to accomplish, if not impossi-
ble,” Buttars said. “There’s a system here, and 
you have to learn how it works.”
Science senator Joseph Day said one of his 
initiatives was to create an internship 
program — upon taking office, however, he 
learned that the dean already had a group of 
employees dedicated to that very purpose. 
Looking back, he said, he would have 
changed his initiative to market the opportu-
nities that were already available.
“I think a lot of people had this notion that 
when you’re in office, you’re a student leader 
and so you can just start making changes, but 
I don’t think a lot of people realize that 
there’s a lot of hoops to jump through,” Day 
said.
Day encouraged the 2016-17 USUSA 
officers to do their research — talking to 
faculty, students and administrators, then 
deciding if an initiative is feasible.



















Senators work together to accomplish goals
By Brenna Kelly
SENIOR WRITER
toward their initiatives, because I think they 
should,” Day said. “But the important thing to 
know is it’s not going be easy and it’s going 
take a lot of work and a lot of persistence.”
With some initiatives, however, effort and 
dedication aren’t enough.
“The hard thing about any initiative is, to 
actually get lasting, sustainable change, you 
have to have administration and faculty 
support. Faculty support doesn’t move within a 
year on almost any issue,” said Ty Aller, 
Graduate Studies Senator. “So without 
effective collaboration between incoming and 
outgoing officers and faculty and administra-
tion, you’re not ever going to get anything 
done.”
Aller used the example of the Aggie Recre-
ation Center, which opened last November. It 
took seven years and five student body 
presidents to finish the building.
The academic senate’s No-Test Week Policy 
legislation will likely spill over into next year, 
even with all of the senators collaborating on 
it.
“One of the things I ran on was trying to 
unite the academic senate. I was told in the 
past that sometimes the senate is a little 
dysfunctional and they feel a little separated 
from the executive vice president,” Buttars 
said. “I felt like I was able to do that.”
In uniting the senate, Buttars allowed the 
officers to create a culture in which they 
respected each other and felt comfortable. He 
relaxed the house rules and let the meetings 
be more conversational.
“There are smart aleck comments thrown 
around, and I could have very easily called 
order and just ended it, but that wouldn’t have 
solved anything,” Buttars said. “That would 
FAREWELL, 
FUNDA
PHOTO BY Mark Bell
Funda Nakkasoglu, USU’s leading scorer from last season, has decided not to come back to the team for another season.
GRAPHIC BY Alayna Leaming
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Matt Lewis, an author and political com-
mentator, spoke about the current state of the 
Republican party on Tuesday at Huntsman 
Hall.
The speech was a Douglas S. Foxley Forum, 
which is a series put on by the Institute of 
Government and Politics (IOGP) at USU. 
Lewis — whose book "Too Dumb to Fail" 
came out at the beginning of the year — is a 
conservative commentator whose talk titled 
"The Republican Presidential Primary: How 
can the Republican party return to its intellec-
tual roots?" was about how the Republican 
party has strayed from its traditional "Reagan" 
roots, and how it can return.
By Mandy Morgan Ditto
NEWS EDITOR
"It's also just amazing to be here, on caucus 
day and to be covering politics," Lewis said. 
"This year is especially exciting, although it's 
also very disturbing too, right? I really think 
right now is a time for choosing, and if you 
look at what's on the right, right now, I think 
there's a real schism and a real debate or fight 
over what it means to be a conservative or 
what it means to be a Republican."
Lewis defined the type of conservatism he 
believes in being a solutions-oriented and 
optimistic belief that people can be lifted up, 
that it can bring about prosperity and growth. 
However, he believes the current view of 
conservatism is more populist and about 
scarcity, something that has been made more 
prominent with Donald Trump's involvement 
in the Republican Party.
Lewis' book is about trends he started to see 
in the Republican Party, "where you have 
candidates, pundits, commentators who all 
have perverse incentives," he said. There are 
those on the right side who are saying 
controversial things to create more buzz and 
sell books and ideas, but "collectively hurt the 
conservative movement in the Republican 
party. So that's the movement, that the 'too 
dumb to fail' problem."
Lewis discussed how many prominent 
Republicans leaders and presidents have put 
on a show in the past, to make the party seem 
a certain way — like the "good old boy" party, 
or not quite as intelligent as it may be. This 
included Ronald Reagan not letting out the 
lists of books he read annually, so people 
didn't know how much he read, and George W. 
Bush playing into the country boy persona to 
appeal to more and different people. 
However, this had led to the Republican 
party seeming to be more and more full of 
incompetence. 
"That's the depressing part. Now the good 
news. Despite all the serious problems laid out 
in this book, Democrats are also being asked 
to do something that is very hard to do, and 
that is to win a third consecutive presidential 
election. It's also important to recognize that 
even though the trends all look disastrous, 
Author Matt Lewis speaks on Republican 
Party, day of Utah caucuses
PHOTO BY Mandy Morgan Ditto
Matt Lewis, a political author and commentator, spoke at a Foxley Forum on March 22.
Effects of more information + assessment = 
solution in progress
With information more readily available, 
everyone is moving into a world that demands 
problem solving skills over rote memorization 
and one that requires students to develop 
more targeted skills. Because these skills are 
often developed within higher education, the 
question becomes: what changes need to be 
implemented in higher education’s often 
regurgitative-based assessment style? 
“This has become a culture that is informa-
tion-rich and wisdom-starved. Learners (in 
higher education), employees (in the work-
force) and consumers/patients (in business) 
no longer seek information but instead want 
help deciphering the wealth of data and 
opinions,” said Joseph Brimhall, president of 
the University of Western States and chairman 
of the Northwest Commission on Colleges and 
Universities (NWCCU) that accredits over 160 
western colleges and universities.
And Brimhall believes there are some 
specific practices that could achieve such 
objectives.
“Assessments should be competency-based 
evaluations, not simple regurgitation of 
information or even knowledge. Demonstra-
tion of skills and attitudes is essential to 
validate that the student is capable of applying 
By Jack Brimhall
STAFF WRITER
PHOTO BY Kyle Todecheene
Photo illustration of student taking a test in the new testing center.
knowledge,” he said.
But with respect to advances in assessment 
here at Utah State University, there are some 
teachers far ahead of the curve. Those who 
observe one of Scott Findley’s economics 
classes on test day will find quieter-than-nor-
mal students, scantrons, laptops, tablets and 
open books. In his class, students are allowed 
and encouraged to use all resources available 
to them on tests, save one another.
“You’re going to be given the opportunity to 
solve problems using tools that are at your 
disposal as an employee. So that’s my objec-
tive. I’m much more interested in assessing 
and testing the ability to reason through a 
problem and to design a logical structure to 
answer a problem,” Findley said. 
While such opinions and teaching methods 
remain almost unanimously uncontested by 
individuals in higher education and the job 
market, there have been hiccups in establish-
ing such policies universally.
Ryan Thomas has served as the president of 
the College of Eastern Utah, the Dean of 
Undergraduate Studies at Weber State 
University and on the NWCCU. While serving 
as an administrator, Thomas also taught 
classes, putting large emphases on research, 
written and oral communication skills and 
project-based assessment.
“The current teaching and general education 
reforms are sometimes at odds with some 
elements of the assessment movement.  The 
teaching reforms and general education 
reforms in this country have principally 
focused on coherence, guided student explora-
tion and relevance.  In contrast, the U.S. 
assessment reforms have been driven by two 
major influences, both of which emphasize 
similarity,” Thomas said, in regard to the 
assessment landscape. 
He explained that the reason U.S. reforms 
have been driven by similarity is for the 
purpose of transferability as well as the hope 
to legitimize federal financial aid. Understand-
ing the effects of assessment reforms is import-
ant.
“These efforts, at their best, ensure common 
sets of learning objectives.  At their worst, they 
may lead to a loss of distinctiveness in the 
education provided by a particular institu-
tion,” Thomas said. “Higher education and 
accreditation bodies have all felt pressure from 
the federal government to increase assessment 
of ‘legitimacy’ rather than learning.”
However, in the last few years, progress has 
been made toward expanding the scope of 
assessment and redefining student learning to 
coincide better with employers’ expectations. 
Thomas cited large progress from accredita-
tion bodies, including the NWCCU. He said in 
see “Matt Lewis” PAGE 5
see “Assessment” PAGE 8
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T E C H  A N D  M O N E Y
S/O to the people who talk loudly in the university computer labs. No one here 
is trying to do homework. #aggiestrife
@malloryrose17 
Go ahead and DM us your crushes, confessions, nominations of those who need 
a match or your favorite type of pizza. #AggieStrife
@USUMatchmaker
When you match with your ex on tinder #aggiestrife
I don’t think pocket points realizes it’s March Madness #aggiestrife
@zach07green  
@trip_newman 
It’s the question that all face as students: 
"How am I going to pay for next semester?" 
Students everywhere cram in work hours 
during the summer at pest control companies, 
internships and any job they can get their 
hands on. It is all done to pay an ever-increas-
ing tuition. Every year the cost of tuition 
continues to move just out of students' grasp, 
causing more and more students to take out 
loans and dig their way into debt. 
In 2012, 66 percent of students attending a 
public university had taken out some sort of 
KEETON ALDER
“Kent’s View”
—”Keeton is a 2nd year marketing student. He is fluent 
in Italian and is currently speaking Spanish. He is 
probably the best cook you have ever met.” 
—alderkeeton@gmail.com
student loan, according to The Institute for 
College Access and Success.  The average 
student who had taken out a loan finished a 
four-year bachelor's degree $25,000 in debt. 
For a private or nonprofit university, an 
average of 75 percent of students had to take 
out loans and finished on average $32,200 in 
debt. The statistics get even scarier when you 
look at for-profit institutions such as culinary 
schools. 88 percent of students had to take out 
student loans, finishing with $39,950 in debt. 
That is enough to buy a home, a luxury car or 
even travel the world. 
After graduation, students can choose a 
wide variety of repayment methods. The most 
common is deferred plan where students don’t 
pay interest until after graduation. Most 
deferred plans have a payment span that lasts 
180-218 months or 15 to just over 18 years. 
No student   thinks about paying off their 
education for the next two decades. However 
it is a factor that needs consideration. College 
students are drilled with information about 
statistics, English or history, and unless they're 
going into business, students do not learn how 
to finance their lives. 
Here are three steps to ease the pain of 
student debt.
1. BUDGET YOUR MONEY.
Start now. Look at your spending habits, 
your grocery list, rent, car payments and your 
recreational spending. Gather the data on 
your spending habits for three months: keep 
track of every penny that goes into and leaves 
your hands. After you have enough data 
decide what is necessary and where you can 
make some cuts, average out your monthly 
spending and compare it to your monthly 
income. 
You know where your money is going, and 
now it is time to make the most of it. Make a 
list of every necessary monthly expense. 
During the month, once you pay the necessary 
bill, cross it off your list. At the beginning of 
the month decide how much you want to 
spend on gas, groceries, movies, etc. Write it 
down, and every time an expense is made, 
keep track and compare it to your budget.
2. MAP OUT FUTURE EXPENSES. 
Make a major list of potential expenses over 
the next 10 years. Keep the categories large 
and general, such as: Home repairs, car, 
wedding, etc. Determine the cost of each item 
and when you want to acquire it. Divide the 
total cost of how many months are between 
now and then. For example, if in five years 
you wanted to buy a $10,000 car, you would 
need to put away $166 every month. Your 
student debt should be included as a major 
expense. 
3. LEARN TO LIVE WITH HALF THE PIE.
You don’t need to have the new iPhone, the 
latest Xbox or even half the gadgets you have 
now. I am not saying that you shouldn’t have 
fun, but you shouldn’t put yourself in a vulner-
able situation or even debt. Take the extra 
money and put it toward paying back your 
student debt.
It is the perfect time to start planning for 
you future. Start now while you have little to 
no debt. There is a lot more freedom in life if 
it is financially planed. 
lists of books he read annually, so people 
didn't know how much he read, and George W. 
Bush playing into the country boy persona to 
appeal to more and different people. 
However, this had led to the Republican 
party seeming to be more and more full of 
incompetence. 
"That's the depressing part. Now the good 
news. Despite all the serious problems laid out 
in this book, Democrats are also being asked 
to do something that is very hard to do, and 
that is to win a third consecutive presidential 
election. It's also important to recognize that 
even though the trends all look disastrous, 
The podcast "Serial" started to tell the 
gripping story of Adnan Syed, a convicted 
murderer who was accused of killing his 
girlfriend, Hae Min Lee, on October 3, 2014.
The case seemed pretty straightforward 
until the murderer's mother sought the help 
of the podcast's host, Sarah Koenig, to find 
answers to questions that didn't seem to line 
up in the case against Adnan. 
From the beginning of the podcast, Koenig 
explains that she is never trying to prove 
Adnan's innocence but only going to get the 
facts straight. And as that happens, nothing 
seems to line up and it all hinges on one 
person's testimony and 21 minutes that were 
unaccounted for.
"Serial" hit the top of the iTunes ranking 
before its debut and has been hailed a game 
changer in the world of podcasts. "Serial" 
helped bring podcasts to the forefront of 
many people's entertainment, including mine.
I was very skeptical of the podcast at first 
as I already have music, television, movies 
and social media. But due to the podcast's 
ZACH ROGERS
“Mr. Roger’s Neighborhood”
—Zach is a sophomore studying PR, and really wants to 
go to Disneyland. 
—zrogers2222@icloud.com
intense story and its format, I have been 
opened up to a whole new world of free 
entertainment.
 I had heard amazing things about "Serial" 
and decided to give it a shot because I was 
ready for something new. I was happy with the 
decision I made. From the first 3 minutes of 
the podcast, I was hooked. I couldn't stop 
listening. It was almost like not being able to 
put down a good book. 
Every second I listened to the podcast I 
wanted to know more and more. So many 
questions came to my mind. Is Adnan guilty? 
What really happened that day in 1999? Was 
Adnan just playing us the entire time? And 
finally, how in the world does this end? From a 
long history of watching crime television 
shows, I kept trying put all of the pieces 
together to figure out what really happened. 
But unfortunately, real life doesn't have the 
same happy outcomes as television. 
This story has everything: passion, love, 
murder and betrayal. Everything that makes a 
mystery a good story. The first season of Serial 
has a total of twelve compelling episodes with 
a few followup episodes to continue the story. 
Serial does have a few episodes with explicit 
language due to the real nature of the story, 
but it isn't too frequent. 
Two seasons are out so far, both covering 
different stories. The show has been signed on 
for at least one more. Episodes initially aired 
weekly, but in season two, it was changed to 
every other week. Serial is a good first 
podcast. It has a good story and every episode 
is readily available for optimal "binge" 
listening. It's nothing but pure, gripping 
entertainment.
'Serial' is a great first podcast
PHOTO BY Karl Merton Ferron/Baltimore Sun/TNS
Officials escort “Serial” podcast subject Adnan Syed from the courthouse following the completion of the first day of hearings for a retrial in Baltimore on Wednesday, Feb. 3, 2016.
Author Matt Lewis speaks on Republican 
Party, day of Utah caucuses
PHOTO BY Mandy Morgan Ditto
Matt Lewis, a political author and commentator, spoke at a Foxley Forum on March 22.
3 easy steps to be financially secure
PHOTO BY Kyle Todecheene
Photo illustration of of student taking a test in the new testing center.
see “Matt Lewis” PAGE 5
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S T U D E N T  L I F E
Ever had a story you thought about sharing 
with the world, but shied away out of fear? 
There’s someone who has been in your 
shoes, but chose to share anyway. Now she’s 
world-famous.
Al Fox Carraway never thought she would 
be one to convert to the LDS Faith. Now, she’s 
a world-famous LDS speaker who just moved 
to Utah from Arizona with her husband and 
daughter, Grace. She's also expecting her 
second child. 
Carraway travels all over to speak to 
members of The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints. Youth look up to her for her 
honest stories, her struggles that are easy to 
relate to and her faith. 
In her newest book, “More than the Tat-
More than just a Tattooed Mormon
KORTNI WELLS
“Kortni’s Korner”
—Kortni Wells is an Idaho girl, living in a Utah World 
with a secret affinity of adventure seeking. When she 
isn’t studying, you can ususally find her daydreaming 
about summer time. She also loves to make and deco-
rate cheesecake, and is always looking for taste-testers. 
—kortni.marie.wells@aggiemail.usu.edu
tooed Mormon,” Carraway focuses her 
attention in two parts: her story and “your 
story.” 
Al's story in the first section of the book tells 
of her conversion to the LDS church after 21 
years of being Catholic. She tells of the 
struggles and challenges she faced growing up 
in New York, and why she converted. Car-
raway tells her story in a unique, exciting and 
energetic way. 
This is not just evident in her book, but in 
her podcasts, blog posts and YouTube videos. 
She shares her blog posts and videos on 
YouTube, and says she “simply wants to help 
others find true peace and happiness in the 
trials and troubles of their lives.”
The second part of the book is about the 
world. It gives insight and direction for those 
who feel lost and confused.
If I were to actually give this book a star 
rating, it would be a five-star book, hands 
down. I’m not just saying that because I’m a 
Latter-day Saint, or to gauge Al’s response, but 
simply because I feel that her book shares so 
many personal insights that I can relate to in 
my own personal life. This book is not just for 
Latter-day Saints. It can be for everyone. 
"More than the Tattooed Mormon" is a book 
you can turn to whenever you may be facing 
difficult trials and challenges, not just a 
one-time read. Looking for a good book that's 
easy to read?
Visit Deseret Book and buy a copy for 
yourself. You won't be disappointed. Her book 
is only $18.99 plus tax, and can be read in just 
about a day. 
Carraway will visit Logan at Deseret Book 
on Saturday, March 26, from 12-2 p.m. for a 
book signing. There you can also purchase 
journals and jewelry she has designed.
  You can follow her blog at http://alfoxs-
head.blogspot.com/. Find her on Facebook or 
follow her on Twitter and Instagram @22alf-
ox.
When is it OK to attack your friends?
PHOTO ILLUSTRATION BY Johnny Morris
Legends tell of a magical rabbit who lays 
colorful eggs and spends his days weaving 
baskets and filling them with candies and 
treats.
Once a year, he emerges from his warren 
with his rabbit helpers and hides those eggs 
and baskets all over the world for children to 
find come Easter morning.
The story of the Easter bunny, told primarily 
to kids, is just one interpretation of the Easter 
holiday. To some, it is a day to celebrate with 
children and chocolate, to others it’s a time to 
get outside and garden, and for many, Easter 
is an important religious day of remembrance.
“Easter is a Christian holiday, one of the 
more important ones.” said Alexander Trout-
ner, a junior in religious studies, “It essentially 
celebrates the resurrection of Jesus after his 
execution under Pontius Pilate on Good 
Friday.” 
The holiday has been celebrated almost 
since Christianity’s beginnings, he said, and is 
closely tied to the Jewish holiday of Passover.
Rituals celebrating Christ’s resurrection have 
evidence going back to the mid-second 
century, suggesting it had been an established 
religious holiday at least several generations 
By Miranda Lorenc
SENIOR WRITER
PHOTO ILLUSTRATION BY Johnny Morris and Jace Goodwin
before then, said Philip Barlow, a religious 
studies professor in the department of History.
One evidence of the holiday in the past was 
found in the records of the First Council of 
Nicaea, a council of Christian bishops that was 
called together by the Roman Emperor 
Constantine in AD 325 to unify the Catholic 
churches and settle religious disputes in the 
empire, Jones said. 
Two rules regarding the celebration of the 
Easter holiday were ironed out in Nicaea, he 
said. The first was that Easter would be 
calculated independently from the Jewish 
calendar and instead be calculated through 
their own partially lunar-based calendar.
The other ruling decided by the council was 
that the time of Easter would be uniformly 
celebrated by the Christian religion, Barlow 
said. This second ruling didn’t sustain itself 
over time, however.
As the holiday evolved, Easter was celebrat-
ed with both religious and secular traditions, 
similar to Christmas, he said.
Today, Easter is celebrated in many different 
ways: through religious devotion, family 
suppers, gardening, scavenger hunts, egg 
dying and more. Traditions have evolved from 
different practices and cultures as Christianity 
grew.
“There was a common belief, a pseudo 
practice in Germany where a rabbit figure 
would be portrayed as the judge of children 
during the Easter time to see whether or not 
they kept their fast,” Troutner said.
If children upheld good Christian values “as 
good as a child can,” he said, the Easter Bunny 
would decide whether or not they deserved 
eggs and chocolate during Easter in a manner 
similar to the naughty-and-nice list for 
Christmas.
The act of hard boiling eggs for Easter also 
originally came from established cultural 
practices, Troutner said.
“Easter falls at the end of Lent, which is a 
40-day fast associated typically with Catholi-
cism orthodoxy wherein in Catholics would 
often abstain from meat,” he said, “and I know 
in the Jewish tradition, at least, and early 
Christianity, eggs were considered meat and so 
you would abstain from eggs as well.”
One way to preserve the eggs collected 
during the time of fasting was to hard boil 
them so they would keep until the end of Lent, 
he said.
“And so when Easter would come and you 
could start eating meat again, they would have 
a huge feast with eggs, particularly in Germa-
ny,” he said, “and today among orthodox 
groups and to add to the celebration of that, 
they would color the eggs, they would make a 
big festivity out of it, butcher all of their 
animals, that sort of thing.”
At the core of the different beliefs and 
cultural practices, Barlow said, Easter has kept 
a continuity and “maintained itself in the 
Christian consciousness as central,” where 
other religious practices such as sacraments 
and rituals have shifted.
“There’s a whole category of Christians who 
may not attend church much, but tend to go to 
church at least twice a year  and that’s 
Christmas time and Easter time,” he said, “and 
so that shows us a certain resilience of the 
importance of it, even to those who don’t go to 
church much.”
Easter wasn’t always solely a Christian 
celebration, said Lisa Gabbert, an associate 
professor of English and the director of the 
folklore  program. Originally, it was a time to 
celebrate the equinox and the coming of 
spring.
A lot of holidays were closely tied to the sea-
sons, Gabbert said. Solstices and equinoxes 
marked important transitions of time for many 
cultures, particularly for farmers and agricul-
see “Easter” PAGE 8
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Fine wine, fine leather goods, fine people 
and food that’s fly AF. Welcome to Eli’s Fancy 
Feast.
On the off chance I am sentenced to death 
(the chance being markedly higher here in 




—Eli Robinson is a 2015 graduate of Whitman College 
and AmeriCorps volunteer here in Logan. His mother 
openly questions if he sells himself on the street.  
—elirobinson@usu.edu
If you know me, you know that I love 
chicken, and the piece that winds up on my 
plate most often is the thigh. When done right, 
it’s juicy, tender and flavorful. That’s what 
we’re working toward today. 
Frying chicken at home is not worth it; I will 
spare you biting into half-bloody chicken in 
front of your hot date and instead direct you 
toward Lee’s Marketplace, where a thigh will 
set you back the princely sum of $0.99. We 
will, instead, use a two-step cooking process to 
maximize the juicy goodness and class up this 
lowly piece of poultry. 
This recipe is a hybrid of inspirations — the 
New York Times and a hippie boy who cooked 
me dinner in his bomb-proof house in north-
ern California. The brief pan-frying of the 
chicken crisps the skin and adds a rich toasted 
flavor while the stewing component ensures 
the meat has time to relax and become tender. 
You end up with rich boneless chicken in a 
delicious creamy gravy. I call it Eli’s RM-
catchin’ chicken.
 First, one must debone the thighs, which 
with a decent knife is easy. You cut though the 
underside of the thigh directly to the bone and 
then carve around the bone, as closely as 
possible. This will yield a flat (if lumpy) piece 
of meat, with skin still attached.
Next, heat a large non-stick skillet over 
medium high heat with a splash of olive oil. 
Place the thighs skin down in the hot pan, 
frying them for 10  minutes, or until the skin 
becomes lightly golden and renders most of its 
fat, while seasoning the exposed sides with 
modest amounts of dried rosemary, thyme  
and salt.
Flip the chicken, drain off most of the 
grease, turn the heat to medium-low, add the 
diced garlic and cook for a minute or two, 
until you can smell the fragrant garlic. 
 Stir a tablespoon of flour into the oil and 
garlic at the bottom of the pan, then add 
enough white wine (or chicken broth with a 
splash of lemon juice) to cover the chicken 1/3 
of the way along with a teaspoon of mustard. 
Let the wine boil and then turn the skillet to 
low. When it has calmed down, add enough 
milk so that the chicken is mostly covered. 
Season with salt, pepper and ½ of a lemon’s 
zest.
Place a lid on the skillet and turn the heat to 
low, simmering for 20-30 minutes. The liquid 
should be the consistency of a light gravy.
I like to serve this dish over rice, sprinkled 
with green onions with a side of steamed 
spinach. 
Wine pairing: Cline Viognier, North Coast. 
Notes of peach and lemon oil compliment the 
creamy chicken. 
 Game violence seems to be the hot-button 
issue for concerned parents who are bothered 
by their teenagers chatting into headsets while 
blasting away crowds of starving zombies.
But during C. Thi Nguyen’s Monday 
afternoon lecture in Utah State University’s 
Old Main building, he presented a seemingly 
counterintuitive defense for the violence in the 
competitive gaming world.
Nguyen, a professor at Utah Valley Universi-
ty, claims there isn’t an apparent major 
difference between “playing Grand Theft Auto 
and watching Breaking Bad.”
To preface his argument, he said most 
people think about violent gaming in graphic, 
visual ways that relate to cinema. So what 
differentiates violent films from violent 
games?
“In games, we actually do things to other 
people,” Nguyen said. 
The word “games” in this context refers to 
not only video games, but also board games, 
sports and other competitive activities, which 
implies that the violence is not always physical 
or gory.
Nguyen said the distinction of video games 
from other media serves as an important step 
to understanding the role of competitive 
gaming. As Nguyen explained it, “You can take 
hostile actions and turn them into pleasure … 
(multiplayer games) are a conversion engine 
for violent impulses.”
There’s an underlying value to what sounds 
like a terrifying explanation for the role of 
competitive games, Nguyen said. To oppose 
the growing world of gaming, many claim 
investing time and energy into a game is a 
“zero-sum activity.” Yet, Nguyen’s idea of a 
“conversion engine” makes the activity much 
more productive. To explain why, he made 
connections to other philosophers.
In Bernard Suit’s book, “The Grasshopper: 
Games, Life and Utopia,” he explains the 
function and purpose of games. Nguyen 
summarized this point this way: “Playing a 
game is voluntarily taking up (arbitrary) 
obstacles for the sake of overcoming them.”
This leads us to Nguyen’s overall point: the 
importance of the “disposable end.” If gamers 
take up these obstacles simply for the experi-
ence of prevailing against them, it is implied 
that the end goal is far less significant. 
Do people sit at the table with a Monopoly 
board for hours trying to take over each 
other’s property because they want bragging 
rights? Do they sit in front of a computer 
screen collaborating with friends to kill an “x” 
number of zombies? 
A majority of people who enjoy competitive 
gaming aren’t just seeking to achieve a specific 
goal. They want the experience. When they 
reach the end, they “dispose” of it by seeking 
out another experience. And another.  And 
another. 
To put this into more plain terms, “dispos-
able ends” make a game productive. If the 
player just cares about winning, then suddenly 
these games become a zero-sum activity.
Consider this example Nguyen gave about a 
cancer researcher: “If you’re doing cancer 
research to save other people, you’re working. 
If you’re doing it for the money, you’re 
working. If you just want a good challenge 





For more information call Dennis • (435) 770-2326
When is it OK to attack your friends?
PHOTO BY Kyle Todecheene
Thi Nguyen talks about on of his topics of “When is it OK to attack your friends and Why?” at the Old Main room 301 on March 21, 2016. This discussion was part of a seminar about gaming violence.
Eli's RM-catchin' chicken
PHOTO ILLUSTRATION BY Johnny Morris and Jace Goodwin
ny,” he said, “and today among orthodox 
groups and to add to the celebration of that, 
they would color the eggs, they would make a 
big festivity out of it, butcher all of their 
animals, that sort of thing.”
At the core of the different beliefs and 
cultural practices, Barlow said, Easter has kept 
a continuity and “maintained itself in the 
Christian consciousness as central,” where 
other religious practices such as sacraments 
and rituals have shifted.
“There’s a whole category of Christians who 
may not attend church much, but tend to go to 
church at least twice a year  and that’s 
Christmas time and Easter time,” he said, “and 
so that shows us a certain resilience of the 
importance of it, even to those who don’t go to 
church much.”
Easter wasn’t always solely a Christian 
celebration, said Lisa Gabbert, an associate 
professor of English and the director of the 
folklore  program. Originally, it was a time to 
celebrate the equinox and the coming of 
spring.
A lot of holidays were closely tied to the sea-
sons, Gabbert said. Solstices and equinoxes 
marked important transitions of time for many 
things could change real fast," Lewis said. 
"Notions that the conservative movement is 
dead could also prove to be absurd."
Lewis left the audience with an understand-
ing that the Republican party is not doomed 
for what may have happened in the past, the 
present or the future, as long as the ideals 
conservatism is rooted in are not forgotten.
"A political party is never more than one 
generation from extinction or rebirth. It's our 
responsibility to seize the mantel, to make the 
“Matt Lewis” FROM PAGE 2
hard choices. Conservatives must make the 
hard choices. Conservatives must be proactive 
to ensure these demographic trends do not 
become destiny," he said. "The last thing we 
should do is betray conservatism's first 
principles or its base of supporters. On the 
other hand, conservatism must evolve if it is to 
survive and flourish in the 21st century."
Nadir Tekarli, a junior majoring in market-
ing and economics, attended the speech with 
the hope of gaining a better understanding of 
how the Republican party got to where it 
currently is.
"I always like the events that IOGP puts on. 
They're always interesting and have good 
political speakers, and I think this one is the 
most interesting because today is the caucus," 
Tekarli said. "It's been crazy with political 
primaries, and he's going to be talking about 
just that."
Students came from different backgrounds 
and ranges of study, but Tekarli summed up 
what the entire audience could learn and take 
away from it.
"I hope we gain a deeper understanding of 
why the primaries are going the way they are, 
why certain candidates are leading, why some 
are not," Tekarli said. "It's kind of a profession-
al insight on it, a more deep insight, from a 
renowned author."
For more information about Matt Lewis and 
his political blogging and commentary, visit: 
www.mattlewis.org. For more information 
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For the third-consecutive year, the Utah 
State gymnastics team will be competing in 
the NCAA tournament.
“I feel really proud of the girls for being 
kind of viciously competitive all year,” said 
coach Nadalie Walsh. “They wanted it so bad 
that they were super determined every single 
meet. And when things didn’t go exactly how 
they wanted to it didn’t stop them from 
coming in and pushing harder.”
The athletes and coaches on the team 
gathered in the Laub Athletics-Academics 
Complex Monday afternoon to watch the 
tournament selection show. The room broke 
out in cheers and celebration when it was 
announced that USU had made the cut to 
The Utah State women’s tennis team beat 
Weber State 6-1 Wednesday in Ogden. This 
was the Aggies’ 12th consecutive win against 
Weber.
“It’s hard to beat anybody twice in a row, let 
alone twelve times in a row like we have,” 
said USU head coach Sean McInerney. “It’s a 
credit to all of the players in this program and 
we’re just trying to keep that streak going.”
The match began with three doubles 
matches where junior Ekaterina Tugarinova 
and sophomore Sabrina Demerath won their 
match 6-2. Sophomore Maggie O’Meara and 
junior Nini Guensler would lose their doubles 
match 6-3, and freshman Monika Van de 
Vondel and junior Lexi Turley lost their match 
6-2. 
The two wins gave Weber State the doubles 
point and a 1-0 lead heading into singles.
“I think it was a really good win,” McIner-
ney said. “I think that we came out a little 
slow in doubles, but we found a way to 
bounce back and win all six singles matches 
against a team that was 4-1 in its conference 
heading into today. I’m really happy with how 
tough our team was today.”
Tugarinova and Demerath won their singles 
matches 6-3, 6-4 and 6-2, 6-3, respectfully. 
O’Meara  also won her match in straight sets, 
6-2, 6-3. Guensler and Monika Van de Vondel 





compete in the tournament.
Utah State will be competing in the Salt 
Lake Regional, hosted by the University of 
Utah. The Aggies and Utes will be joined by 
UCLA, Washington, Southern Utah and 
Illinois.
“I’m super thankful to be in Salt Lake,” said 
senior Jillian Chappel. “That’s an amazing 
atmosphere and the crowd that they bring in 
will be an amazing thing.”
The Utes are the top seed in the region and 
are ranked No. 5 in the nation. UCLA is ranked 
No. 9 overall and Washington currently sits at 
No. 17. 
The Aggies enter the tournament as the 
sixth seed in the region.
“We actually tend to do better when we go 
in, not necessarily as an underdog, but when 
we go in with big schools and we’re like, 
‘Okay, we’re going to show them who we are’,” 
said junior Bailey McIntire.
Utah State showed incremental improve-
ment in the tournament the past two seasons, 
finishing fifth in the region last year after a 
sixth-place finish two years ago.
The team underperformed its own expecta-
tions somewhat this season, but the gymnasts 
were able to achieve the performances they 
needed down the stretch to receive a bid for 
the tournament.
“They just went into regionals completely 
happy and really enjoying each other,” Walsh 
said. “I think that that was really transforma-
tional for them because they weren’t thinking 
about, ‘Oh, I want this better score’, they were 
more thinking about, ‘I’m just so proud to be 
an Aggie and I’m so excited’ and they were 
goofy.”
“When my team’s happy and goofy,” Walsh 
continued, “that’s when they perform at their 
best.”
Some of that goofiness was on display when 
the selection show began and the sound on the 
video wouldn’t play in the room. The problem 
was quickly resolved, however, leading to a 
round of applause from all of the athletes.
The tournament begins Saturday, April 2. 
The championships will be held in two 
sessions on Friday, April 15 and Saturday, 
April 16 in Fort Worth, Texas. The top two 
teams from each of the six regional locations 




USU gymnastics team heading to SLC for NCAA tournament
PHOTO BY Mark Bell
Destiny Ezel competes in the floor excersise in the Dee Glen Smith Spectrum during a meet against BYU and New Hampshire on March 4. 
 FILE PHOTO 
Ekaterina Tugarinova volleys during a match against Denver on Feb. 7 in Logan. USU won 6-1 on Wednesday against Weber State in Ogden.
Aggies win 12th straight against Wildcats
defeated Agata Bachanek 6-4, 3-6, 6-3 and Van 
de Vondel topped Devi Hasan  6-3, 4-6, 6-1. 
Sophomore Meghan Lyall was up 7-5, 4-5 
over Morgan Dickason before her match was 
left unfinished because the match was already 
decided.
Next up for Utah State is a home match 
against Montana State on Saturday at 11 a.m. 
The match is the first home match for USU 
since Feb. 14 and it opens a four-match 
homestand. 
“Montana state is very good, they’re very 
good all the way down their lineup,” said 
McInerney, “I think it’s a good opportunity to 
get to our fourth win in a row, we’re trying to 
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David Brown, associate 
professor, USU Department 
of Mathematics and Statistics
Join us Friday, 
April 15,
at 7 p.m. 
ESLC
Auditorium
have just quieted them down and rubbed 
people the wrong way.”
Business Senator Ben Vera said he basically 
accomplished his initiatives, but — like many 
officers — he wishes he could have done 
more. One thing he was satisfied with was his 
goal to raise awareness of job placements. 
Business School Associate Dean Dave Patel 
started collaborating with Vera almost immedi-
ately after he took office. The school congratu-
lated 10 different students on job placements, 
which Vera said started a buzz in the business 
school. Younger students put post-graduation 
life more at the forefront of their minds, he 
said.
“Collaborating with other senators has also 
been a really great thing for me — like Mental 
Health Week. Obviously that’s mostly Ty and 
Trevor’s initiative, but we’ve all kind of offered 
our input and so we can all take a little piece 
that and say that we did that,” said Arts 
Senator Sam Meredith.
He said sometimes senators focus too much 
on programming and not enough on making 
“Goals” FROM PAGE 1
changes within their college. With the excep-
tion of the Student Events Vice President, he 
thinks officers should go beyond events.
“There’s so much good that you can do 
outside of just planning a good college week. 
It’s very possible to plan the best college week 
ever and be a sub-par senator, but with that 
being said you can plan an average college 
week and be an excellent senator,” Meredith 
said.
He advised the new officers to focus on 
what students care about, initiative-wise.
“If you do that and make that your priority, 
then I think you’ll be successful whether or not 
you have a bajillion people at the masquerade 
ball,” he said.
Events are an opportunity for officers to sup-
port each other, however.
“We’ve all supported each other during our 
college weeks, with only a few exceptions,” 
said CHaSS Senator Jeff Sonderegger.
In the Statesman Elections packet last year, 
one of Sonderegger’s initiatives was to secure 
funding for the debate team and ROTC. The 
debate team lost their funding in November. 
Sonderegger said he tried on several occasions 
to meet with the debate team adviser, Tim 
Sophomore tennis player Jaime Barajas was 
named the Mountain West Men’s Tennis Player 
of the Week for the third time this season and 
the fourth time in Barajas’ career.
Similarly, Aggie track and field athlete Maci 
Bingham was named the Mountain West 
Women’s Outdoor Field Athlete of the Week. 
For Bingham, it’s the first time this year and 
the second time in her career she has been the 
MW Athlete of the Week.
Bingham’s performances helped Utah State 
claim the team title from the UC Irvine-hosted 
Spring Break Collegiate Invitational last 
weekend in Irvine, Calif.
She placed first in the shot put with a 14.43 
meter throw. She was also first in the hammer 
throw with a 61.63 meter throw and second in 
the discus with 49.30 meters.
Bingham’s toss of 61.63 meters in the 
hammer currently ranks fourth nationally and 
is second all-time in school history. Her mark 
of 14.43 meters in shot put ranks seventh. She 
also ranks third all-time in the discus with a 
mark of 51.29 meters set last season.
Worthen.
“They never got back to me. I spoke with 
their adviser in the first week of school. I told 
him I wanted to meet with them, and they 
agreed. He was the contact, but he never got 
back to me. I suspect he’s a busy man,” he 
said. “This one blew up on the runway. There’s 
only so much work you can get done if you 
can’t meet with the people.”
Sometimes faculty and administrators see 
things differently than officers, from their 
point of view, however.
“I always got back to him,” Worthen said. “If 
someone’s going be our advocate and give us 
money, I’m going to get back to them ... If it’s 
in his platform, you’d think he would have 
taken more initiative.”
Worthen said developing a platform and 
initiatives is like crafting a thesis — if one gets 
to the end of their essay and doesn’t go back 
to their thesis statement, they forget where 
they are. Worthen encouraged officers to go 
back to their core values and be assertive in 
meeting with faculty and staff.
Statesman reporters reached out to Educa-
tion Senator Jennifer Dutdut, but were unable 
to conduct an interview. Her initiatives are not 
included in the graphic.
— brennakelly818@gmail.com
@bckelly8
Alyssa Roberts also contributed to this story.
By Kalen Taylor
SPORTS EDITOR
USU gymnastics team heading to SLC for NCAA tournament
PHOTO COURTESY OF USU Athletics 
(LEFT) Maci Bingham and (RIGHT) Jamie Barajas were both named Mountain West players of the week. 
Two Aggies earn player of the week honors
The next track and field event is on Apr. 1 
and 2. The Aggies split into two groups for the 
weekend; one will go to Stanford, California 
for the Stanford Invitational. The other group 
will compete at the Nike Clyde Littlefield Texas 
Relays in Austin, Texas.
Barajas went 4-0 during the last week of 
matches and helped USU tennis get a 4-3 win 
There’s so much good that you can do outside of 
just planning a good college week. It’s very 
possible to plan the best college week ever and 
be a sub-par senator, but with that being said 
you can plan an average college week and be an 
excellent senator.
— Sam Meredith, Arts Senator
over Boise State, the Aggies first-ever win over 
the Broncos in men’s tennis. Barajas also won 
both of his matches against Loyola Marymount 
but the team lost 4-3. 
Barajas has won the award three times this 
season while no other player in the MW has 
more than one.
Men’s tennis plays its next match on 
Saturday in Provo. The match is a doublehead-
er first against BYU at 10 a.m. then USU plays 
Idaho at 3 p.m.
— kalen.s.taylor@gmail.com
@kalen_taylor
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cultures, particularly for farmers and agricul-
turalists who were concerned about how long 
nights and days were.
In a fundamental sense, she said, Easter is 
really about light and darkness.
“And not in a metaphorical sense in terms of 
like Christ and the devil, but literally about 
how much sunlight you’re getting,” she said.
The symbols associated with Easter today, 
such as eggs and rabbits, have also evolved 
from the pagan form of the holiday as well as 
their meanings, she said.
The egg was a symbol of fertility and life, 
she said. Some would argue that the yolk 
inside represented the sun as well.
In the Christian interpretation, Barlow said, 
the egg was dyed red to “symbolize the blood 
of Christ that was shed at the time of crucifix-
ion” and then cracked to symbolize the empty 
tomb of Christ.
Over time, eggs were dyed colors other than 
red and the symbolism representing the blood 
of Christ was forgotten.
The symbolism for the rabbit in Easter came 
from German Lutherans, Troutner said, where 
it was considered a symbol of purity in the 
European culture.
“Rabbits have also been used in Christian 
symbolism in the same way that doves have,” 
he said. “Though not as prolific, often you 
can find portrayals of the Trinity with a 
rabbit instead of a dove, say, representing 
the holy spirit. Things of that nature.”
The rabbit symbolism could also represent 
the onset of spring and the appearance of 
animals in the garden, or it could have 
originated from its connection to the German 
deity, Eostre, a goddess of associated with 
dawn and fertility, Gabbert said.
Eostre could also be the source of the 
name for the holiday, Gabbert said, though 
there is not conclusive proof to that theory.
Whatever the true origin of the holiday 
and its traditions, she said, Easter is a time 
“about coming to life and rebirth,” from both a 
plant’s perspective and a religious one.
“Whether you are just a gardener, or 
whether you are a firm believer of the resur-
rection of Christ, or whether you are just 
doing it for your kids and you want to to have 
fluffy chicks and Easter bunnies and eggs,” she 
said, “those are all variations of celebrating 
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College marks the first time a lot of students 
find themselves eye-to-eye with real issues. 
Not to discount high school or the type of 
trauma that can happen growing up, but 
something about being out on your own in the 
world brings to light a lot of things you’d only 
ever seen on TV dramas.
Addictions of all kinds are real. Depression 
is perhaps more prevalent than you thought 
it’d be. Every degree of unchecked anxiety 
LOGAN JONES
“TRAIL BLAZING”
—  Logan Jones is a junior majoring in journalism. 
Contact him with feedback at.
—logantjones@aggiemail.usu.edu 
      @Logantj
Mental health still underestimated
winds its way throughout campus, and serious 
adult problems creep into life in ways you 
once thought were merely fictitious.
It’s been a year almost to the day since I last 
addressed mental health issues in this very 
newspaper, and in that time I’ve come to an 
even stronger belief that this deserves more of 
our attention than we’ve been willing to give.
I am wholly convinced that there is no one 
student on this campus who is not in some 
way affected by mental health problems, be it 
their own or that of their friends. Even with 
Utah State’s Counseling and Psychological 
Services running an entire week’s worth of 
events for this very reason, I worry about the 
lack of understanding that always seems to 
accompany any talk of one’s emotional 
well-being.
Seeing a therapist is still taboo. If there’s a 
particular color of bumper sticker ribbon to 
raise awareness of depression or eating 
disorders or suicidal thoughts, I couldn’t tell 
you what it is. There’s still been no particular-
ly successful effort to elevate this past a 
peripheral concern, despite the fact that our 
classmates and friends are stressed, lonely and 
potentially harming themselves without so 
much as a warning bell.
CAPS can only do so much for students. 
There has to be some form of recognition that 
you do, in fact, have a problem before you can 
seek outside help to solve it. Nobody likes the 
idea of putting a label on what can so easily be 
written off as some form of insecurity — no-
body wants to be diagnosed.
This is where our twisted view of emotional 
problems starts to unravel.
If you’ve got a cancerous tumor, it’s a 
problem whether you go see your oncologist 
or not. You can call it something else, rational-
ize your symptoms as perhaps an entirely 
different concern and generally pretend it isn’t 
there, but that doesn’t keep it from poisoning 
you. You can’t think your way out of a tumor.
Somehow that logic seems not to apply 
when we consider depression, anxiety, eating 
disorders or even general unhappiness. We 
tend to convince ourselves any kind of 
dissatisfaction with our own lives is a simple 
matter of attitude adjustment, when in reality 
wishing away your bad feelings on your own is 
usually about as helpful as wishing away the 
flu.
There’s a major disconnect when it comes to 
our physical health and the well-being of our 
emotional selves, and it seems to hit hardest in 
these formative years where we’re all trying to 
figure out what our futures hold. The idea of a 
successful career and a fulfilling life is 
irrationally detached from our inability to 
recognize when we aren’t taking care of 
ourselves.
I hope for the sake of the entire Aggie family 
we find a way to close that distance, because if 
ever there was a time to learn how to be 
happy and healthy and successful, it’s now.
the University of Pennsylvania, he and his 
family have been gracious sponsors and 
advocates for USU.
Jon M. Huntsman Jr. is the son of Jon M. 
Huntsman, whose monumental donations to 
the eponymous Jon M. Huntsman School of 
Business have contributed dramatically to the 
success, growth, and development of USU’s 
business program. In addition, Huntsman Sr’s 
contributions have been integral to the 
construction of the recently-opened Huntsman 
Hall.
Kameron Going, a senior who will be 
graduating with a degree in English education 
this spring, said he didn’t really know enough 
about Jon Huntsman Jr. to know how his 
speech would go. “I know he is the former 
governor of Utah, and that his family is really 
involved with Utah State, but other than that I 
don’t really know,” he said.  
Huntsman, along with four other prominent 
attendees, will receive honorary doctorate 
degrees during the ceremony. Those receiving 
the honorary doctorates are:
·      Douglas S. Foxley, who has served on 
the Utah State Board of Regents and the USU 
Board of Trustees, and is currently on the USU 
Foundation Board.
·      Joseph Andrew Hays, who was a 
successful and widely-regarded corporate 
advocate and communicator, and also a USU 
alum.
·      Ligia Amada Melo De Cardona, who is 
the minister of higher education, science and 
technology for the Dominican Republic.
·      Jed H. Pitcher, who served on the 
boards of several Utah organizations, and was 
president and CEO of Regence Blue Cross Blue 
Shield of Utah. 
Since these five highly distinguished 
professionals and public servants will be 
receiving honorary degrees, it is like they will 
be graduating alongside the thousands of 
Aggie seniors who will receive their degrees 
May 7.
— braydensobrien@gmail.com 
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statesman focusgroup
march 30 & 31
12-1 PM
pizza & a chance
to win concert tickets
interested? 
contact riley thompson |  marketing.ar@usu.edu
801-540-4596
a recent NWCCU meeting, one of the most 
important messages for institutional represen-
tatives was that self-evaluation reports focus 
primarily on student learning, as this is the 
fundamental reason for the existence of the 
institution.
Another factor to consider is that in order 
for advancement in assessment, some students 
must reform their views of education and 
engage learning in a manner that isn’t as easy 
as regurgitative methods.
Considering his assessment methods and 
students, Findley said, “I think one of the 
reasons exams are what they are, when it 
comes to the difficulty, is simply because a lot 
of students are conditioned to just memorize 
and when they have to take an exam where 
they didn’t have to memorize, they are 
struggling.”
However, difficulty is not his objective. Rath-
er, like most in higher education, his objective 
is to give students the resources needed to be 
“Assessment” FROM PAGE 2
successful in the real world and to optimize 
their education at Utah State. But developing 
these skills and optimizing education is mostly 
incumbent on students.
“Students will need to take more responsi-
bility in gathering information and storing 
knowledge ... Learning must eventually 
become self-motivated, and the student must 
gain an appreciation for the concept that 
lifetime learning is a necessity, not just an 
elective,” Brimhall said. 
It is clear that technology and the informa-
tion age will leave no sector untouched, 
especially higher education. Despite slight 
differences in methodology, what is clear is 
that assessment and learning are evolving 
away from rote memorization, towards 
problem solving, critical evaluation of infor-
mation and greater student responsibility.
— jack_brimhall@yahoo.com
 @jack_brimhall96
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B A C K B U R N E R
Brett and Rebecca Whitney
Statistics, and Physics and Math
Junior and Senior
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T H E  B O A R D
FOR ADVERTISING CONTACT:




G E T  C A U G H T  R E A D I N G
MISCELLANEOUS
ENJOY 100% guaranteed, delivered-to-the-
door Omaha Steaks! SAVE 77% PLUS 4 FREE 
Kielbasa Sausages Order The Family Gourmet 
Feast - ONLY $49.99. 1-800-298-5998 mention 
offer 40332ZTN or www.OmahaSteaks.com/
good13
A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation's largest 
senior living referral service. Contact our 
trusted, local experts today! Our service is 
FREE/no obligation. CALL 1-800-685-8604
Got Knee Pain? Back Pain? Shoulder Pain? 
Get a painrelieving brace at little or NO cost to 
you. Medicare Patients Call Health Hotline 
Now! 1-800-914-8849
Emergencies can strike at any time.  Wise 
Food Storage makes it easy to prepare with 
tasty, easy-to-cook meals that have a 25-year 
shelf life. FREE sample. Call: 800-310-6993
Life Alert. 24/7. One press of a button sends 
help FAST! Medical, Fire, Burglar. Even if you 
can?t reach a phone! FREE Brochure. CALL 
800-975-3361
CPAP/BIPAP supplies at little or no cost from 
Allied Medical Supply Network! Fresh supplies 
delivered right to your door. Insurance may 
cover all costs. 800-575-1885
Safe Step Walk-In Tub Alert for Seniors. 
Bathroom falls can be fatal. Approved by 
Arthritis Foundation. Therapeutic Jets. Less 
Than 4 Inch Step-In. Wide Door. Anti-Slip 
Floors. American Made. Installation Included. 
Call 800-682-1403 for $750 Off.
ADOPT: LOVING COUPLE
promises your baby a secure home. Denise & 
Nick, 1-888-449-0803
PERSONALS
Meet singles right now! No paid operators, 
just real people like you. Browse greetings, 
exchange messages and connect live. Try it 
free. Call now: 800-359-2796
AUTOMOTIVE
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR BOAT TO 
HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. Free 3 Day 
Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free Towing, All 
Paperwork Taken Care Of. CALL 1-800-360-
4120
Does your auto club offer no hassle service 
and rewards? Call Auto Club of America 
(ACA) & Get $200 in ACA Rewards! (New 
members only) Roadside Assistance & Monthly 
Rewards. Call 1-800-417-0340
Got an older car, boat or RV? Do the 
humane thing. Donate it to the Humane 
Society. Call 1- 800-849-1593
BUILDING MATERIAL
METAL ROOF/WALL Panels, Pre-engineered 
Metal Buildings. Mill prices for sheeting coil 
are at a 4 year low. You get the savings. 17 
Colors prime material, cut to your exact 
length. CO Building Systems 1-800-COBLDGS 
(ucan)1of4
FINANCIAL
Sell your structured settlement or annuity 
payments for CASH NOW. You don't have to 
wait for your future payments any longer! Call 
1-800-681-3252
SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BENEFITS 
Unable to work? Denied benefits?  We Can 
Help!  WIN or Pay Nothing! Contact Bill 
Gordon & Associates at 1-800-871-7805 to 
start your application today!
ELECTRONICS
Computer problems - viruses, lost data, 
hardware or software issues? Contact Geeks 
On Site! 24/7 Service. Friendly Repair Experts. 
Macs and PCs. Call for FREE diagnosis. 
1-800-883-0979
Switch to DIRECTV and get a FREE Whole-
Home Genie HD/DVR upgrade. Starting at 
$19.99/mo. FREE 3 months of HBO, SHOW-
TIME & STARZ. New Customers Only. Don’t 
settle for cable. Call Now 
1-800-410-4728
DISH TV 190 channels plus 
Highspeed Internet Only 
$49.94/mo! Ask about a 3 year 
price guarantee & get Netflix 
included for 1 year!  Call Today 
1-800-611-1081
C L A S S I F I E D  A D S
Millard County Housing Authority
NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS
for both Delta Sands Apartments in Delta and
Mt. Catherine Manor in Fillmore
Applications can be picked up by front doors
Requirements are: Low-Income, 62 years of age, or Disabled
Rent is based upon 30% of your adjusted income.
and its traditions, she said, Easter is a time 
“about coming to life and rebirth,” from both a 
plant’s perspective and a religious one.
“Whether you are just a gardener, or 
whether you are a firm believer of the resur-
rection of Christ, or whether you are just 
doing it for your kids and you want to to have 
fluffy chicks and Easter bunnies and eggs,” she 
said, “those are all variations of celebrating 
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ADD YOUR EVENT AT USUSTATESMAN.COM/EVENTS
C C A L E N D A R  |  M A R C H  2 4  -  M A R C H  3 1
Naomi Tutu
USU Taggart Student Center
 Ballroom
Free, 7:00 p.m.
Cache Community Wind 
Symphony




The Never Ending Story 
The Bullen Center
$0-$6. $6 at the door (children 0-2 
free), 7:00 p.m.
iPad Class
North Logan City Library 
Free, 2:00 p.m.
FRIDAY, MARCH 25
The Never Ending Story 
The Bullen Center




$13-$22. Call 752-0026 or visit 
www.americanfestivalchorus.org, 
7:00 p.m.
Slam Poet event for Mental 
Health Awareness Week







5 K Egg Run
Virgil Gibbons Heritage Park 
$10, 9:00 a.m.
The Never Ending Story 
The Bullen Center




$0-$5. Tickets are $5 for adults 
(non-students). USU students with 
ID and school age children get in 
free, 7:00 p.m.
Counting Your Costs-Good 
Friday 
Oriental Mission Church 
Free, 7:00 p.m.
The Never Ending Story 
The Bullen Center









Unbranded Film Screening 
with Utah Film Center
Nora Eccles Harrison Museum of Art
Free, 7:00 p.m.




Poetry and A Beverage
USU Taggart Student Center, 2nd 
floor lounges
Free, 7:00 p.m.
Movie Monday- Bridge of 
Spies
North Logan City Library 
Free, 6:30 p.m.




Utah State University Sales 
Job Fair









Utah State University 
Free, 10:30 a.m.
Baby Animal Days
American West Heritage Center
$7-$9, 10:00 a.m.
iPad Class
North Logan City Library 
Free, 2:00 p.m.
An Evening with Temple 
Grandin
TSC Ballroom
Free, 5:00 p.m.
